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Ov.rrMwinrerldaysin l914,rhcSuDEm.Lnudncrrd
onl llBuocnr.o.eming rhe no$ fanous naiimc distc.
of mod.rn rimcs- rhc sinkinB a f rhc ecnn lins fira,,i . For
Olivs Wcndcll Holm.s, Ji, rher Mr nothing alien aboDr
th. *o.ld rhli had Biven .ise ro rhc dBpurc Hc h.d madc 22
hlsonon c onssings m imprcssivc iumber considcdnu
rhc rdnspodtrrion rechnolosy of rhc 1!{ |[lf of fi e ninerecnrh
and ny ycorc oline sentiefi cctrluics. Duinrdrcsejouts
rcys hc hodoclivcly paniciparcd in (hcopuleil so!icly (irh
{hich rhtrt rhip iseonen as$ciltcd. Whilemovienakcs
havc fclt $c nccd to rcoanriciz. rhc r/, .! nory Hohncs'
fol lifc hvels had both 6mane and adrsturc. lt Ms a
*orld thd hc had held apln ir nis Dind lom hn wo* a a
jlrisr 0n u$apc in vhich hecould brc*l(N fre6lb

slir.ry intllsoll puNuilr. whilc 6s 6p€ct ofhir lifc |'rc-
vidcd no h6is foi rccNl, his iory scd6 ro undcumrc once
lgdn thar fie Coud is mhllo$d of hud beins! *no$ $ae
crp.n.ncs emdihca rouuh upon rhe dhplca thd .omc

Ilolmec hv.ls Gms rhc occln hegm in 1366. lr*ar
thc.usomofyourgunpcrclr$Bostmiosromikc! GEnd
Tour" of Europc upon bccoming dn.duh Accordingly. h{v-
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F d d o 6 b l M * d y k h L
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mscomplcrcd his uidcrxridudc de38.3t Hhdd collcgc
in l360hdhrviD! doicnyd y rsanoricsintheUtrn
Amyinthe (ivilwr', ir wrs ri'ne for Holmcsro nultc rhc

Thsdmro olLondon srisrywdrc opened ro IlolnB hy
lcren of inhdcriotr no,n Bnni,enr Bononirns. byhcin!
0 rnend orrhc$n uf rhc Amcn.ln rinisrcr in Lordon. and
E bc.nn! the sme nanc $ his farhci o inrenarioirlly
kn(rM p.€r and aurhoi ll. dircd Niih rhe Prin. M'nsrcr
willio Cl.dshc. 

"as 
Novcil by John S.un Mill rnd ncr

lnnb a'd intellecrurk includina John Millais and Robcn
B'ilMDg llN$c 'l'c hir\.'r
rece/i..s and dinnch shcrc rhe lr.ndsonc fomer milirary
ofiiccr foud himselfrhc cc cr of nMdon. Hc enjoyld
medins n* people, oid h.!d, scvemllifelong tlcndshiD
tlecorve6c4dln.cd{id llirrcdqith rh.young(nbd lidics
in rhc capitd ofrn emoitu rhcn rcrchins i1s znirh As hc
wde lare. London socicry is hrld ro 8et into. nor lon nly
Lrqun.mcn. of l6 qun$i!!s. but b€.as rhe m tm many
intcBdns p€opls in London. You mDn inieEn p$Dle who.
b.inEinrhece erofrhclorllLh3ve€nallkindsor\q'.r'

ln shra conhn. *h.n llolmds lcn lor lIis aner fivc
wcckinLondoi.hc*!$lu{ rr.!ri*+irhnoe ecrnbrr'c
..un.lLour NrpolNi.  lld vninigrhc Lou!re rnd orhsr

'nus0ufrs. Holmlsjoincd Lorli! Sreph$. an English oirlc
rd man of1ete6. r'or r lcs scksofmounrain climbins in
ssrzerland wrilc hc *r! i'nnessed hy the brauty or thc
rounrains. hc lons.rl ro rutrfn r Bribin rld sror. ro $k if
hl could visn snc of hn nN fimds at ften counrry ss
rdcs Thn rcsuxcd nr inudiotrs to . courtry holsc i!
$ilrshirc.ndrhcn rorhc Dukcof A€yll\cshrc in scorlmd
Oncars r i n .Hohn$Nrs rcc  r cd i r ro rhccenre ro fasoc i r l
*liirl $ar nrludedn,ooriig, rcmance. rrd dncusions olthi'

lldlmes. ofconxc, docs no( hrvcrrcpurxtion$r lrivo-
louspenonanddNhis.rtrivrri,,r wirhthis*ryollifc mry
d fts scn odd. HoMVcr. ir rudly oily scv.s to undcr
scorc the complexiry of llolm.v .hanctcr Holmes wrs
bbtrghr q' inrnoldNc* Ii"tl d
nill Punrln-innrcnrdl troron ll. had ! srong dc\!rio. ro
dd!\orland inrellccturl arhicrummr. This kd hinroun-
dcnakcrhe long 3nd slirrry {udyol rhe las rhar ftsrxcd 'n
hs fanous b.ok- Ir. ('.,,r,o, &nr .nd rhcn ro sulcess li
rhcotun solih!- rond ol aj,'dgd. Bur.Holnesakorrshy
ldur er$rious and crjoycrl r.omprnyorpcoplc. As c.
liirtrd whirc hr obsurvcJ: (;iv.tr drc so.id lhnL rhidr
llt 'ncs encounlered otr l,n fiN dt) ro London. it is no( suts
pri\insrhnEnglrtrd.lnci',hi\ lrt$liGiosymb.liTcrso d
m $hidrhccouldr.ircrhcgcglnousne$rhatsdrh|orh.f
sid!of hnsolitar-v\clt:pR,{caILtrn'n. lndeed. Holmessid
r rNrys r .e lN i . . d i . nnn l *N . rh . r l l nnLondon .  . . '

|nr subscqusnr\isns h IiRn c.nrlrd upon rhe Lon-
don sial *ason and \ ki$ r, rhc srear counr] houss. on
hi\ r839 vnn. hoN.rcr h. cnrrl!.d
r&rcd !rhcl 6rcifcll. shc sr!rlrdauehrerof dcoaHolm.i
linslish friends and had visircd Holncs and his fanily i'r
llorotr elier her rarhq\ dcurh. Erhel wa! a ncnbcr oln
.irdcofyoun! mmied ninonds.allcd rbc Souls who onc
rft or hr de$.ib.d$ "x $Niclldionof exaprionallybight
{0a. xll orrhen ir *cns bcu!lirl. intellEcn! noblc, wi[y-
$$lrlrydtul lorcd.'lhcy nrdudldsuch nohblcsasAnhur
l]:'llou( the tuture Prim Minisr$. rnd Geoee Cuu on. tu-
rucvicebyorlndir lhly hlli.red rnat ihey \rn novin!
sldy !!ay from philinirism mwrils rhc parsnas. oarhc
rns. Then lolwd rhi'kin8 includcd th. ndi€l lies tnd
uoDen trft ror ch!{cls bur rurhct p€opl. wtd' brcs md
.iinJnr \onhculdv.rin! ThcnpEacupllion $i1h ninu-
liirs conversiion onen ld!n wilh scxual ovenones, rp-
pcllcd io Ilolmes and hc n c {x'n! iiiendships wirhi', rlr
8rc!p. Indccd, Holhcs kopr r ponrun ofMa4orAsq(ith li
his Librdry lor the re$ofhis lilt

Thmuen lhc Souls. Holmcs.one into con6d wnh !n-
orhM.idl.called thc AsccndMcy $hich Basnad€ l'' of
Ansblnsh annftmb who camc to t ndon each yd lbr

This cn h lnclnded Lord end L.dy
( BrlcrN n. on hn visir ro [n31.M in l3%. rhc 55-)qFold
llolnes and fie 4l ]urold Chrc Cailct(M often ner for
lumhes,diDs..ndforvisirsrocxhihnions. Fremdlr!
cotrnN. Clare lored lif. i', all irs brilli.nt rnd challenlin8
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hs oncc vrorc & C15ft: My life is ny wife and 'ny Nork '

Holmes wifc, Faniy Dixw11Holmei only accomFnied
hmonrhceofhistipsroEurcpe FannyMsthedaughter
of HolmcC lormer schmlnaier and cone fmn D old furi-
hnftmilyolquitenodeimeans. Hcr fimily livcd r'3r tmm
rhe cenrer ol CambnJsc, Ma$achusetb. in rhose days liltle
norcrb.naprcvincialvillase. Shchadliile interes in inrcl
lecbal pubtrirs crccpt ror an interei in d rhd Holmes en
coumge4 'ifonly fd hn dn ske to find r voice fd 3ome-
thii! wdritr he. Shofrlyrfl*Ira C.nh.k Larv^spnb-
lished, shc dtuplayed some of her nccdlowork embrcide'ies
arrheBononMus.trnofFircArtsrndartheL icsDsoF-
rivcAnssocietyinNewYork.  ncwspap€f rcvi*erpraiscd
herrs anAhfiic.nadstolnoticeablcqu.lnics.' However
she never pmued hr rmbirion funh$ and 20 yeaB latr whcn
rhc couplc noved to wrshinglon. !h. de$rcyed mo$ of hcr

Fannywasecentic. In rhc Ilolmes Bo$onlp.nnc ,
shcallowcdhc.perbirdsionytucaidn'armosekandsqutr_
reh mn loosc in rhc bedson shewasknowiforh9nsghr
ful 'nd onen caunic .onncils, but ],fl convesdion was
proicro drin nb eccentic fant.sics. She hrd fs friends

hesdevs|oFdc|el|63

'lmifslations. Shc ws rnemb€Ed as a danns ho6$sman,
afine mNician.snciorshost$,c
dln!, oidaccomplishedlinguisr. Shc lnvired h'n ro lEland
io the C.$lclount esbte Donerrile Coun dcdr Quccr{own
The M bframe infrt'drcd .nd srayr in lrland becme , cgu-
lar fcdurcolhissubsequentvisirstoEuope. IlNeveirner
1893. thefthrionship began to los nuch olits lcrvor

The exrent olHolhsa rclarionshf w
h somcrhiie oa r myiery as nuch ol lbetr coirespondence
hasnotsurivcd Although the M hrd seriols romaniic ied
iigs for each olher.lhc iclalonship \$s pmbably not physi-
cillyconsummated Holmessnjoy.d nininS. lloweveqhs
goal srs a nenrd/cfroroi'l intimacy. He dcsncd !o ktros
deryihing a6out rhe orhsr pc6on, panicularly her rhoulhb
and fcclings. Also, victoria's wrs f.sinared $ith rhe no
tion ofcoudly lovc, and 3 romanricized ic* ofrhc.odc of
chLmlry Ms popdaanong lhc Britisi uppercla$es. This
includcd lhe idealization ofgRnd p.sions h which coNid
eraiions ofdutymd honor held the 1de^ rpan. Ccrrainly.
Holnes hrd a io$e for sudh chivilic i'lcah as potuyed in
the ndcls of S n wslte r Scofl. And su.h rcI.lonshi ps ilour
ished amons his fricnds in rhe souls. Onm thcy wcrc llitle
moE rhrn a same indulgcd in by lhc aristocncy. Clre h.d
bccn involv.d i', rhem belore md h.y !.ll have resarded
hin as anolhd plalhlng lr also should bc bonc in nind
lhatlorllolmes.lnglddttu!placcsherchecould indulgc
in pldy'and c$!pe fnm rtoneMntstodoforliia As

cEbca||adth.,'Acendancy''|n1396iHo|fr..fu|oFd.

bsn rh. obled or 3F.u_



lnd supnoscdly hlrcd kveml ofher wun8s.nd prc(icr
risrca*hosh.h bccnoblieedromise. Howevcr,childlcs
shcdorcdon hcrniecesandncphcNsandMddmco'oDdly
liw noncy ro gotrps ofchild,cn thar shd md on drc srccrs
e rhcj cauld Bo to rhc uirus. Sh. n
hcsclf !trmcrivc. drsing in out{tult sryl$ lnd ldotring
.n unflrGdnB haiEtylc One d.y *h.n Holms war ofi.r
ftc Suprcrc cod. she sh@d his sEury rh. intriute b6by
drcss rhd Holmcs morhe. hrd sn ae him ovs eighry )r.u
b.fo( OEih. $crcta.yk pbtests she bs*d rhc dt$ ifo
lhc firc. Dcspirc such.Dis.de Ho

In dum, shc sN dcvoted ro tlolm.s. Whcnrhcy mar
ricd boft b de and sroom wcrc !e!'d 32 they hud b.ctr
liictrds for soDc ?0 ycas Theyhadcotulpond.dshiichc
wA Nay in rhe  my and h.vfited the DixwcLls oncn dtrF
inghis lcg iL'diesd HaNdd. Dcspire h o*ncycpn'b
luns. shc would rcad to him inrhe eveninB nom lighr trovcls
rtul trcwspdpcb so (h.r hc could sve his cycsishr lnr his
q Shc 'nanaged the couplcs financcs aid iook clN 0r
rhlndomcircarmngcm.nb when he wa! rppointcd ro rhc
Suprc c c oun. she oveMnc her shynes and paf,icillacd
r wlshinlion society as Ms cxDccrcd oflhc *ifc ol ! su'
prunc(\udJu$rcc whenshedi.dinl929,Holmcswd!:
''ljr sixry yem she d lc 6y lire Dcty ao. mc. ..

or rhcn *.ddins jomey in 1374, FaMy was saiicr
lnd dd nor cnjoy rhc conpany of the BoioDitns lho coo-
pnscd ftc majorit of (he pdsnge
.+ In London. rhey dined Nith Rob.n Bnsning ind An'
rhony Ttullop.-.nd hld L! $irh Troms Ca.lylc. Hd!!rcr,
illar.r$ in public. t_anny did ror lind London sdi.ry b hc!
k{u. Sl$ lrs shocked by fte sizc of rhe do )us mlrls.
norcd rhc _tnr old hdlcs wirh immense bosoms.n'l lrrtsdr
sonfthi rnd retired ro onc olhnho{s$ a\}intlLng
hinpoporimus ln lddnlon, she may h c |clr nnnlwhnr

r&ludcd lrom Holft.s'rclnions wiih his vdous Etrslirh
fricnds and w$ not happ] *i(h Halmec linolc fiictrds.
''wcnddllscnrl to s.e his chamcr and rcruh rhc bmk.
llmughr rhc bmk br.k snh hiD, she wrcrc.

ln 1332- ilry sp€nr the n!odry ofrlt.tr loc siljr\cc'ng
in linsland and d the Co,rinenr. H{M\q shc did not fitul
hvd ,nd sialitng cnjdlablc. Ar rhe se timc. shc *6
r*dB rhar Holncs finrd on sial inrctutiotr dd conbcr
Rirh lc ins les rhink.m in antain. Acco.dinBly. an.rrhis
sccodjouney tog.thq. $c .doptcd a pncticc orcnconns-
iry Holmcs ro go on hk Nn rhilc she sb)€d at homc. Ar
fiBr. she olscahc Holmes reludrnce ro rnvd l *irhour hsr
by llluing that she *6 nccded .r hooc to caD for I lolmer
*lrhft dnd tha! rhce was not enoush hon.y nt No ro go
ad llolmes kne* rh.. hcr Eludance wB reallyjmr rhc dif-
lcrcncc i', their natoe.  ftd hs dcath he cotriidcd b ! fricndl
''I Likcsolnudcwnh intemissions,shcwlsalmo$0 rcdus,
I htrvc mywo*andafatrnumberolpcoplcwho I llkcrose.
Shc shcked Ciford lincho! oncc by sayi!! I tuvc no
fiictrdr'i md ! Ms rrue L\ar rhfle was no one bur mc trnh
whom shc sB very inrinate.' On a
cludcl: Sh. and I m a quc$ conhsr ii dh wry 3s in

lr 1909. Oxford UniveNity inlned H
honoEry degR rd, onsiecnr wirh hcr Docticc f$ d'c l6t
ftr inpr. Fdny insnred thar HolRs ao *irholr hc. A.-
c { rhcn hn s.p€ction hld b€€n difilcrn, Iblnrs rcfusd
h so unl.s shc &compmied him. Rclh/ing rhc i6F n.ncc
ol th. Rasion. F.nny !.qniesed. nr joumcj wB madr
crsicr for her be€us rhcy $ayed wnh cbsc fdcnds-m r.
hngcncnr cnabli'g Fmy ro r.main in Elativc *clusion
*hile Solncs lcnrour in smieiy. Sill. shc totuscd ro F c
rhc ri.rl Eurcpern jouncy in lsl3.

WhilrFainydidnotenjoyoceani.v.l, llolmcsrhoulht
"o'c ofths !rcrrci cxpciences oflile wrs wirncssin-! .
{onn !r scr" lndeed. seeing.h. f.
dkt f*ling rhc r$ rosing a Ercd ship N il ll vcrc r tunfin
(hc wi isrn awcsomca'd hun6lin! cxpd.ilncc  trd rh.
NonhArh'ric,vhichh$bccndescnbedasthctr$rdongcts
om Eem in rhc wo d, hs soms ofrhc mod stccrocuhr
ioms Ahhougrr Hdm6 cm$ing,s iookplocc durin8 rhc
nmmcrno ns when that ss c.n l@k lrkc0 plocid pond.
r|rft ras alsays rhe posihility ofnoms !nd. in rhc la{.r
l]anof Ausuj.cwnhulncanes considcrinsrhcrcchnololy
!!dl$lc durins rhk p€riod. Hol6.s tr,u( hlvc hrd r ionE

DunlethecouMof hishvels. Holmcssr m unDrec-
.dcnrcd hnslomarion inpasvnEcrships. whcn hu b.lI.
fieylmkedmuchlikcrheqilinEshipsthdh tbv.Rdrhc
{3s rorrhousnds ofycm. l. leas rhan iilty y6ft, hc sav
rhcm lo* dl NemblaN ro rhe ships his atrenou hod kmwn
to bccome i{llcviarhms. sneofrhc larscn moving ub-

lloln$\ nrsr jouBey to Eropc in 1366 *$ on rhc
( Lnr.d s.rmship Ps.!n.

t2



3 rh. Inric.ie erass dom. {:bv')

blcn !cri!it,l. uf rn,runrrcLy.
,n Victorir. cdtrlidc&ctm\.{

wnc$hlr i'$p|](cd rs borh
sh ips . rp . r i cnc .J  r r cb1 .ms
*irh rhenproprllc^d0i"grl'etr
r/r!c^. \hi.h l.rt rhor Er o\F
'n! h.lpL!sny ltr rrid occrr
slirr_ rror .s Ms tror ducfcd
rom mrrnlgrcnld lryrg$ on

morc su...*tu1 lr(rh ships
,iarurd .lscr'! \trn! rh.
|]!brLc roonx..,rdrNgh ior r,
rh.pr$cnlcrc$B.ir efts
crrtun equiptrin aphlNd Lc.
nnDr a.loLv rlcrks. ll0lftcs
cotrLd ruih r}f.r8lr :.!cn'l ptrb
lic rmms indudi'u r grr sl

knn. r $olin! rkN)r. rrd a
dnin-q rmn' l" crrL'lr nrfs.
ll5$ngy\ {crc r.qsrcd bsr
on long {oo .' bcnrlaonei

llrcr slde olfie dinifs nlnn rrble Ennh tntl li,htu nad
tr ivtrLurrkrtr,er srvrrd,rrs. H.rrcswi\rl$!h(cdLrh.D
llrrrpkjnof rh! {rrr',/i'rir.d himlodi'rar r i' !]lrhrnd
on r|r !]nbourd rqvrlr r | 393

Ofrour... D.d$h lccp Flrsci:c^ |nnn \i',!irro
rl.n Inod o nb .rcl, dlu is rhe ship tullc,lrtrd rirched.

r l! \as fit.d * rl' ilscs rhd couklhc tu,.J up t) nRlanr
dshor Jrcm knlnrs n rlr. nrsrn-qer\ [p sriL. r], | *rsr

ftltolrn.s hd Intr jun
i lc\)'cm cmlr.' Nli.tr rl,! ships rycr! a, uskln. rlrrcrh
rrc.ofchitu$r\ lnrJ ortr ull

lndc.J. lirc ."li,[l . orrrn hn.r]n rlt scrtr hrli of
r1,r mndNnrh rrdrrl

Ih|l( \,\ io 'd'.dtr|. ol.'(!i'.\ lnr
rl,! ru$.nlcr ro !l!D\d lnn rnJ rhc.c ss! ni llr.rricaL
rn LLdbnsnirh.r!d' r3 Frss g$ hrd n) rtrr( r rrictr'-
ldrc\. Prld '.rL igs. lnrss. rcolrliod\. .*l rlr lnRluF
ily n,if \ concca 1. !, ktu{ r .s 11r piNscnss rx .fl \hoRl

l)sb.sr ri rirr r.rii!-
n.iNrrdDnrntr'r^. rl'cqurl[ or'h laid rlclun.turr] rr
rlr ro!!. pru3rcs.J {)" $L r.bm lc! rfl,tr rirr rip.
Illnr.s gIe thr rrpr.rtr r ti.'n.rS
seili . h strtrliruLt rl'd mrn) rni:s. n!r !rnrrN bdx]
(c. !r ! h\ ot io'l iin rrrri |l$engcc

/ \ r l r ' s i f i . . 1 i ! d r ! \ \ u  . o ib . !nL*$  i l nn i r ' l  l , n !
\ciscAqrcotu( cr _lctr .rrLolhins'sLr!1, \otrlJ bolh
llrp {h.noqn.^ $r n' n rlr! cold N.nl/\r [r d $url,cr

! rh! \pn't of by rh! sc!
\dcf\h'cho.!rro ll\ sr\h.d rntorhc pr\crscrrr.r lr

whd' \lir fnpuarcd on rhr  rl0r'!
li.r. rh! /l,r!r, lhd crptrcd rlr tr \trl[dic speed 'e!rl]
m* ,ng r r , r j r u t r . y r i . i nN .Nvy r i ) r  1$ loo . l i , , 9d ! t \ .
l0hotr6rndl: nnu16 Hosrci trnr{ lk,lmcstr\o*{ki
ro malc rl,. cnx\ n! $hi1. rhc /r1w rird rhr rchtnr\

u l l .  n [  r$  h rd : r l i  ! )
trssR rl'c nrtldc\h..ls locarud orr crtur nd. ofrh. nrir
Comprr ki nid.rn.n'i$ rhini rlr. /r,rr 

".s 
ri',r-. jrr

ddhrhc:tcolCtriirn\
cu'rctrl llrg\lrt. rlr Qkf, ar:drd, // T{o huJ.cd r
Jinyprsurlri.otrrd hercNmmlnrNLi,r hd l?6 raor hr-

{)"rlrrdm,r'p.Ho1nr\hlllrr (
rlri rl'c A" w- rlr a 7,t!

\ r \ h , r , i , | l \ L rn r i t i , b . . Jd i J ! r r  rnnp . tL . r i n i c .do f
liddLu\li!(ls h rrh.r shiI):. rl'c ln'9.,mrh'nerr n.r\

rcq!r.J iiscqmtri$ol(,t'1. l,r dir or. rvhe'e$ : i,b
mcrsiF,lt L. i\rmlr' fg irs li'll ri,r. L'll lrit rine h ftn.
in! rh. Jnr. r i J" d,.ll|rd oi I D.LdJrd\hc!tr Li th. L!Ns

l\IrnrtlLls \$ nol otrlv mor. !li
cicrt 6ur rllln\cJrlR\crrLh'r $

i rrj! \rrP. rlr fiA,-di$
r.n.trrxliNni ltr him rlrncn rLr r1[r h3d b..n Nnl
lor [Fr. rs uh N. could io\ L $l|nr rh. SnNLq m-

uLsh rr! (r,r 3r l.6is
!ri\ \!r\ !fr'|.' rhrn r /d,\,i/. I
: 63 l j r n r [ ss r  r ] l  nce , rgcF \ \ c igcA

rn no6. In) tr,c\ ra\.r.d M rr,. /rzr rnd r\o )!r^
lft(.r I'cr licrJ,F. rhc l,/ir,/ Ih\. shior hrd b.u,

Lr.ri rhrp hrrhro lnotc lacl\riLr
r l t r .m*  l n \ ru \ . rb r ' h ! r i ' r ! . n ( rnN \c r rndp ro0 . l



ts! rhc 1i'n!.1 Irh lsr crnbound \oJ-.

com. b N!d'bl! l'r'u n r srin,l I'orcl
_wnh hrrfrsrn N rn,ch srr..rnd ndu
i r l l iSh rb  

"o rk  
\ i h  Nhr l ! \ c rhee i  b€

rbre [cunanl\J.!sf dal!r,scdlnlsood

troukl consi{.1 L.ir ry\ ol cNl.\u'e.
nLpc fy ins l i o r \  n ) l  r r s ron : .o rdbc r
crmandcrir i', di,f rlnfrh.^ l'i$en
gcr r.und.irl'ly.r\rl \utrnlu' Bneled
ptrbhc rur\ r.r!rr\!ur 01 r l-o dr

rem.rh.\tr. r(n'll. l,kl kirnqan ri

drl..rJ r\d!i\ Nl0l crhnN h \uch
nDdem luxun.rrir* rnhof $xnd orirde
brrhnnns Thc&trrly $'uL/r\tu,rr
upon vhich lldni$ drtLg his ln lor!rd
v.yrge.*Ncdrsidrrc(l.vnh lhkrand
ncti.r h ltrtu't'lsr ruLpls\sk!lighrs.
rn halim Rsr.n\o!.lrddnirrrNc.!d
a No sor} dinin! mrn blcd uNn $e
P$r Tnimn J rl'c lllxcc of \lr\trlll.r

Holmcsnnntrlrrtrf os c\..of rhc$
\h1F.ondurn. rd trn\, ,tr! li.m hs
\orl d 'lr (iun llc {ri. (' Fcli\
tnnkftn.r frun, rl'c ln&1r,,1, _Thc

fog d'h$ rhln i n' btrrlhdlcsndully
Rcor-quhr.d rnl lir! $lcrdcd likc rhc

rbou l r i l L l  l r r r  Nd  0  r cn  i s  I  l r  NN
bored.royoorbool drlkltrrnlirlnyol
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crtrriLc MrnN (.rpomi.tr wlhin r
shon F,rid \hrm h purcha\!'d.r
silncd rlrNcnrnb \nh e\er-\ n:ior
shippin! hN c\cc Ctrnrd and rhc
fr.nch I i"!'lhNN{dr{n.!rrhNrr
roBrihi',1,itr,s r din!dominrlionof
Ihc N.nh ̂ rl0r'. t.!{trgership bui
n!s. sd(nl. (icrfirny. trhrch $ar
em.'sinsA llrnri',s mhnval. hd con.
{rud.d lmlr larc', r'd inore luru
ou:.liiD rh$ Nyrhrs rlr Birnh htrd
ro onr (ir.qRrry.rhc tsrilish Ad.
Dmk!  mn i !  r  r : 5  D l l i on  l oan  ro
Crnr( nha r rrn,rl s,b\niy b d.
fn\ dpriri,,g u\ri, 6rrh.connfl crioD
.r rr i$ n,it\ dsign.d to rela'n
Bn'ri',\ nBtnnurrr oi 'hc \onhAr

doi!. ll. suLd fr{ buiLd slnls ,ii{s
rhrrrl[r{ok\r( trfrdtrs bur h! cou d
build \ri D rhl tr(c l gef rrd 'norc
LL'xurnna A!$dltr!ly. liir Occr,'ic
srrurNrv sri,nr tinnpany Linnlcd. or

rrrhortcd rhc licl1l'n finr.f llrrlrnd
{ \ollr)connnid rlncc supu linci
Tl'\. \lriD sotrld h. .o \rn 'rt no
.\nhrs nD d,{l or p,.rcould acc.n

.ld llrtrish q ntri\: rh. shlps souLd
srnr rh.llri r]lsatulbc n!'i.d bl
Brnnf su\. c\ctr (hough o!!n by

O, r , i ( . hoc l i { l i i  1 , )10 .  A  yc r f  h rc r .
wnh J I M.q l,i'nslfpresenl, thc
!r.i rtr,r l'trtrf ir$lt $Nded lr,,r(

. . - . ^ . , .4 r '1 . , r . . i  " r : . ^ , . . '  ' ' '

NOTICE!

-  \ r l r . . r r . . i . . , - ' :  - un !b .1 .  d
-  . n ' !  D ! D n n . T 1 . f 4 . r . r

dcr.d all rh! u.t.li,\ nrnrsc o brr- cdNnrrcrl\s\'.1 thcnurpossri'o
\onh . \ r kn r i c r l l c r r [ \ nc rc \b .n rhc ] . reGorh . tuk . rnhpnr ine i rhs  dd .d  u t  n r ,h rcn \  \ i r h  rhe  rh ip  3 rd

ro ritrril'rn/( rl'c nc\ o\icr \nh $.
rhc  l i l t - r d rLPr { r \  ncd i ! ' r b ,  l h ip5 rh i l ' r c t  h  \ i n r . re i i ng ro lod r
sines. rhcr- \crc nr iN nrn: rom.kc rhc nd-ng n l$\ rRrh.s.rhrtsofrhrT,ixJn (tr|
r h rn f t . d ry \  r ' r , I u l r r r , ?a rJ jd rouLdho ld r l r ! r  s r r  i i r cv . r6 . r  i e .  ao lhsh rs ( . ' ! r l r $ (ndo r rhc i rd r \ t u
hnh! sNul ru$r d litr r i L i0r!dc .d nveity y.rrs lhcy h! h(Llr. $ rlr orn* l,rlnn. nfur.fthen cqrbihri.\
wc.erheaixl liDss [i trs{nu lnop*lLcr ann lfly !M] ud brscJuDordlnfi&|(lsnrrp.rlirrid'.cs \onetheics.
?.000 iotri ol cdL'li) ltulllrrll ho lcc iwi.r r\ ni iy ( trrml rl* s concsnd lhtrr srr'!rr-. ftrllr [tdkr,]i4
prup!llca rid lrLlu\ r5 rlrfr $i!i"! ..tr'pcrirkri r.r (l rhnn'lh d dr.Nvc rLl. rili 'u llk sl,if round scorlrtrd
born Ih. Jrips cotrli irnnnnidalc 2000 p$\urs!^ ir c\.tr rtDr-lh lh. huLud rirr rrrc v fd rhcnrprhroulhrn

r {u \ \ cu ro f i i c i aL r fa  r r rhc \o r1 l , sc r .  l r sh l rp .oDmn.
Thc  i ' nNG i i ) i  [ u '  dn ]g  r l bcs r i i p  $h i r . s r . r . . i duc r . JJh i r l d . ' \ r r ru r r l s$ l l h rh ! f i r , u .

inrh.. r \.rr\olrhc tr\cd'crh .c.ru']. rhc finrnoslll n lr.tfrn Lough .\. ! r!,nr. {h
\ l o rg  .  mr , l l  r  Duc  r ,  r r  , [ ) l  Noconnnr . . i ] l i ^ ' c r lwour rL r i h rJ rgoodrd !1 , . f hd
!.r!.r mrl.' |nnnos., rLn $ll! ,nrd rhc di!.i.. n 

".tr|J 
r.,rr ro {on rhr ship. rnd rh.
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sl'in! rb,liiy ro tun' Coivc&ly, thc oflrc.6 ofthc nr4,r
htd only a lrgrc notion of thcn shipi rbiLirieFan igno
nme thd }?s b m* t|rm dm yj

The soryord'e lta,n.\ n.idci voyagc n wcllkmrn
Arnoon odApril10.1912, shs Lcn Sourhampron. Enlland
As she pulled a$ay rhe to.bulence cftated 6y her 0asagc
$used d'e A'ncrican lrn$ IIo yc.i ro silp hq nooin8s
rnd icarly collidc \nh lhc na,rn lfthar.ollnionhadoc
cufled d'e t/a,r would hxvc bccn dcky.d 5trd rl'c t!8Lc
coll(iotrthlrcidcdrisvoyagc four&ysldcrsouLdndrh.vc

. r'd d arcdrbwr
IElin4 ttunn s.ilcd uncvcn!tully rhrough .i udusu.lly
placid NonhArlanric. HNevcL a( 9:00 a.m. on Apil 14.
r9r2. rirl,i. r{end r [dLo nersSc thd |,cr. las icc i[
.hc vi.iniry. Fivc fros topons oficu {.rg E.eivcd du n!
rhc .ou6eo l l hed ry rnd in ro rhen igh t  S r i l l . 7 i , , i . nced
rlonsar2lrtrdone h,rfktrok whirc rhc tra,ll'$as i,ra,
plblc of rakint lhc Nonh tuhnri. spccd rc.orJ lrom rhe
,V,xzr,,i,, whiteStrr fe1l ir *N impotunto itscomrdi
rvc posirion ror rr'c ic* nrgshin ro ariv! i'r NcN York on

Agt"n. I L i.tered'ns to compr trd
O" hc.'naidctr voyag.. rhc |/,,f3l,4i, !ncou cr.d! rhi.k
fog olTNcw Yo&. A Jcpula(ion ofinnucntirl pr$enseA rsked
thc caprair ro isnore rhe los rnd pmceed so d,n d,e ship
.ould do.k Thc caprai0, cniig nr risk ol a.ollnion. rc-
fu*d ro Jo so md in$ead rnchoEd mrit ihe drn-qer prsed.

Ar II rl0 pm. a lrrge blrck shape eme'led o ord'e
darh.s dircdly.hc.d olthc Lr,,k. Thc sh,p $e*cd 1o
Noid il HN*rr. D/r,r: Elrtively sr ll rudder a.d her

ruD the ship qu'ckly Ar
[N. sl'c amcarcd Nr bbc arswcring dr a]l Sh.lrldurlly
besrn to rum, but nol belore the icebffs b.ushed rlongthe
rr,,i.\ sde r,, so dof8. n npped opei rive or nrr,n\
s.ls(ighr conp.nfrc s. dNnnng thc ship. IronicrlLy. rhc
shipmight\eLl hrlesunivedhrdrhec.e* mrdeDorhempt

irg rhe sl'in to {nke tl'e

ALrhoughtheErrEmort lifeboabonbo nlbrnreqdEd
by lNl d'er Ms only ca|DcLq' in d'e liteboa$ ib' 52 pe'cenr
oflhc pcoplconbodd. Conpo6Jinsrhis dillicuLly, in rhc
chaos lollowins rl,e collision. rvflal ofthe boah veE
hunched ar resd,m tuI caFcitl Mrry peoph wrc rcruc-
r! !o lc!vc (hc bis Lvim ship !o bc lorycrd onrd rhc colJ,
d rk  se r  i r  a  mwbod .   r  2 :17  r  m  onApr iL l5 . l 9 l2 .7 l
,"ri. plunged belo$ d'e Mrer !50:l people died incltrdirg
frillron.ncsJohn J&ob  ioi Blnlamin Ctrlgcnhlim, mJ
Mi rnd Mn kidor Staus h addition.lhile efinnr Rcr
made ro s!!e sonc of thc vlluabl.s oiboml rhc ship L!!n(
do\yn B ilh r pricclcs ropy ofrhc fidui\lt alAtw Khu\\tDr,
$vffrl motorcrtr. re$ek. securities. cash. rnd otl,fl vrlu

Ncrs ofrhc d;risr sprcrJ qtrickLy md, Rspo.dins ro
$e ntrblicclamor a Unitd Stnc\ Senate i'Nenigdion.om
mci.cd wirhin dar"s olrhc sinkrng. Holncs coilid.J ro Sir
FRl.i.kl'ollocL NatLnlLywehrrcrl1bcrnrhinkingrbotrr

lhc Ir,,r on *hi.h $!yc lo$ m!n likc MillDr rhc p!in!c(
Mr corcspondenb, crc. and Archic tstrt who Rrc knoln

inr.nrgdiod [willilmAldcn Smirh ofMich]eanl has sl'osi
awrnrof soodhieandhrsopsncd hinsclf roencndiculc
I krN him but dightly. bur hrve kindly leeliDs toM.d him.
I hrv.nl rc.d rh. prccccdines."

Holmes relscnce b r lrck ofgood ta* probably rcf.6
r. rbc snccd \vdh wh,ch Scnator S'nih i'xritutcdrhc i"qLLry
Smdor Snilh obhin.d rhc a$c of thc Scnrlc !o condld
an invsrigarion. sclcclcdrhe mcnb.6bsn onrhe subcom

srltin rinc ro n.s rhc surqvod olrhc ?i/,'n as lhcy a!
rived inrhe Cunard linel ar,?,.ria only six days anslhc
d sa{!r H{hcicoDnrcNcdhcu,'eri"ihcwll'lofAnora

ovenmking (]t frcr tlur dr lib,n rN uhi'dcly owned
byA'ncricais. rl'c ncnb!6ord'c R'nnh t)rcs lere Lnd,s
nrnrrhal lhcAmnicans wto ronducling.n inquiry inlo rhc
sinkineof a B.irishflagshipoD the hig!seas. Arr result.lhe
Btuish Bo.dofTFdccom'n!nccd irsow! itrvcrrigarioi Ltrto

Eve i thnleslitgiotrstime. las
!o rcsuh ftom su.h los.s. Soor, whrc S.ar Lvas faccd wnh
csSl6million inclain TheRalrhienrnd mdn socirlly
pmn,inent iimilies, h@''ekq filed no claims viesing n as
vulgf o arcmprro pldc i pricc otr a gctrrlonatrl lifc.

trcins numtrous bwsui6, on Odober 3, 1912. White
Srtuilledapditioi ii rhe Unned Srares Dd d Coun for the
SoulhcnDii dof N6yYork inlokins, fcdcral sulurc thar
aLlo*ed ship o*neB. undfl cenrin circumnrrces, io linit
d'etr |iabii"y to the islue of rhe ow
mdhcd oflhc lo$ ship. Thc puiposc of.his $arurc was ro
er.ourrse inv*tment in ships by linitin-q rn Mer's linan
cisl erlosur rorlcs rh o.crft d rhen rhe shLp wes out of
rhcowncri immcdirrccontol. Thcpcririon askcd lhc Coun
hdetenninerhevrlueof rheowneriintere$inwhnremained
irom d'e lr,,n aM he' penditrs ffeishr: adjudee d'rt the
owncr! li.bilny{ds limrcd !o thar.mo!n!: and.njoin rhc
pm*cution ofany olher $i6 asdnn the osnei Accordins
to rhe |jefiion. rhe owner\ i'tflest consntd oadr 14 re
maiDins lifsbods frum lhs r/,,,. { l3 ofwhich rh! C,,?.rr,u
hrousl,i brck to NesYo.krndone ofwl,ich wr founddih
ing.bandoned in mid-oceai byrh.oceaiic). $me ifLghr
rhrl rrs ro havc bcln lo.Jcd rbo.rd rhc lil,nr{, did $mc
.emairi,,s prsa-se money lor a IotrLofs9l.305.54.

Su|prn,igly. only s_o daimn. fLled exceprions ro rhe
pgrilion In rJdilion ro strins rhd Whirc Sldrhi(lidrrl-
kged sulticieir lic. ro dmr ihat tlE limitatio' oflirbility
appli.( rhlt mgucd rhd as . nlt
linilrlion ollirbilily cotrU norrppLy blcaus! rhc Jisdcr
i'Nolveda B.itisl, sl,ip ir inrem ionaL wrtffs llanylinira
riotr or liabiliry lml,ed rriey a'!ue4
mJurh! lN of Cr!a1 Brirrin.

The Brni\h Mcrcha'6 shinpingAcr ollli9lNas miso
lorliving r thc,^frcnc.n $dtrr.. A ship osi.r! lirbllny
lor pcnonal injury rvas li'nilcd ro !15 for cach lon of thc



rhit\ $ni!-!c and !9 pfft n olrhe ship\ lornrs! li' nn,p-
cnylN\ Sincc n ,,i s.sover.l6
urc.WhiFSrarihrbilir) forpa$ial injury*ouldhocb!c!
t69.1,920rnd f170.624 for propeny ]os. ,^$uni'U m !x-
.hM!c nrc of55 for fl, wh(e sE-s p.rcnrial liabilny *A
5i rimcs sRarcr unds Bnrish ld$ rhar undctAncncm lln

Judgc(;coBc C llohasEedNift rhcclrintnlscoidud-
ins rhd rhrcc fundlmcnol prtn.ip
rinr.rhsrleft a narion\ l.\a dd n.r ..kc c\.6rcdirori
.iIcd Sccord rheflle rhrt a shiponrhc hirh lcis is tun ol
thccountt rD slrlch d,e b€langr Thir4 th. n'lc rlrr ll$il-
iry forrton*as sor3mcd by rhc l!{ trlFr.rlF$n)n!.c-
.urid. Srn.cihcsinkin€didnoloccurin Lrnnsd ShI{sl{iii-
hry rnddid nor involvc an Aneri.'tr rh'p. rhcscpn'ritlcs
cotrrpclkd rhc conclusion tharAncncM |lw did nor apnly
lf ir {cruorhcNise. Judse Holt h}pothesizsd.Anci.m lN
inolrdln! irs limit..ioi ollLabili9 loulJ govflncvrn if r
sinkirshldocctrtrcdinthoharborinSo||drinnlon.lirglnr .
ttrihcnnorc. ir! Drre ridrhrrrdionsh lblcn$nfi crc{d
ir Afrdic$ cotrns.o!ld not be dererm'ulvo llth! gov-
cn,i',8 hw werc nr b* oflhc placc shctu llr ioli,r wis
on cr.cd. drc rghhof tu prnies lould bc sLbjcd h (lr!
dillcins jrndrds olc!.h coutrtt 'tr \rhirh rn adnr wrr
hmu[hr. sincc thcrg *sr. ma.y difilrcir nlriotrd1ri$ $drd
rhc nrrni.- rl'c coun ioress nu
rround thsslobg.cdh go!.m.dbyd'{ttrenr l!'lll\rnd&lr
Clc ly. JudAe Iloh concludc4 such dil|crin8 to!'la $uld
nor hn!ch.cn $irhi" rh.nr.nr or

Alrhoushiud-qs Hoh rcmNsd a subnmr nuinlE of
!:!{lconccoinsrh.Amend limnadonof lirbiln\ hc pl&cd
I'nnffv(hanccoirhcSupr6.C.un\d!\n'dn r r'r(td.
1,,/ ln ftd crsc. a Bnish ship collidcd \qth r im.i.ii
sllt in rhc Arldnri. or Nc* York
o\nc^ ol rhe Amlnsn \hip brou8l! !! rtutr dgrirN nr

o$cs olrhc Bn!!h d'it The unired states DNr,cr coni
tur rhc hnstr Dinricr ofNc\ York and dr s{ord c'(ur
4Bd wnh rh. plainrifs rhar rhc oqnc^ of! forclgn drip
r!uLd Nr iNr*c drc Atrrrican limnario. ofliabilirr Th.
Suprcn,c coun did not asec. iu$ice aBdh! *ir'ng ldr
(Nnrn0us CoM. h.ld rhar Consrcss had nrdc no crpr.s
pNAtun'nrlri ic limirine its aptltcabiliry only b Amcn-
cm n,ip o\nc6 lhecfore. rhc l.$ ss connrue{i ro bL of
g.trcrul{nlicab'li! and could b€ inrckcd by rnyonc u$rg
Adcnqncouns.ir uding roEien sr
llmdls' laid thrr ifan cidcnt involved Na lb4'gn shipr
srllirg undqrconmon Iu rhena coun *duld.dninisr.r
rlr mrrirnnc liw N ioccplcd and used by ihetro*n \ov.r
cign. sclTirs upon rhis lt{. Judgc llolt E rold rh0t 0
colL$ioi rnlolv'tr3 a ibreign lhip and r rdun'lobj..rolno
ndnrrliry is rh! rimc d acollision
r|t $mc county. Iherefore, hc hcld, lhe.x..titon sur ladh
ir 7rr.5i,/tu,,/goverEd Accordinsly,l g0Hohonlcrud

whib sb r0pealed the de.nidn buihe Secord Circuil
fdr uriblc ro Nolve rhe contovexy. lnicd ir ccirllicd
rhruc qu$rions olhq updn !hich ir "desiretdl i'Ntn'ctnins

a whdher n u€ cas ol a disasl6. upon
rh6 hish seas. whe€ (1)ony a sns€ v6ss
or Bd 5h rurDna [y is con@med and rheo ar€
caimanrs ot msy dine€nt .atonarftesr and
si€rc (21lheE s no*'ino balor. ih. mod to
shd whar, ir aq4 ls lhe law ol rhe ro@ gn 6un.
ry ro which rh. v€ser b€lon96, rouchins th6
enet|iab|ilylo'50chdi*sl€.such@n6l
€n ma'nran a p'@eding.. .?

B. Wherh6r, ilrn such aase I app€a6
rhal lho lav or rhe lo€iqn ountry to which iho
€ssorb€rongs nakes p@son ror rh€ lmira.

t7



tEn or rh€ ws Meas riabtiry, upon r6ms
and @ndrtrons d tre€ r6h thM pe*db6d
h lha .latubs ol lh s oouniry lhe ownor ol such
roro !. v€ssolan ma niain a Foc..din! in lh.
oouns ol lh€ rJn r€d stat€s, und€r sid sial.

ri rhs 6wnr ot lh€ mswd lo qu€stion
B b. ng in lh€ altimaure:

c. wirr me couds or me unired sbr6 rn
3!.h p@dinq enlore the law ot lhe Unitod
Sl8les or ol lho roGign @nlry in .6p.cl lo
lh6amddol$chMe'/s|iabi|i'v?

The c.$ us llEued ro rhe Supme Coun sq rM drys
in Jmufy l9l.l. Asayoungl.rlerinBosoq Ilolchld
pnctrc!.d admmlty l.w .nd rhis rEa ofth. law ras nor unfts
oilin ro him. Hc and rhe En ofrhe cood weE inniolry
sk Fric.lofrhdowner\posirion, burwhenI gorpeninh$d
Ithotrght rhcN *os no doubt,an'lallbu. McKcnmc.frc in.
Llon fiscnr m* in! p€aca wirh Mexico, md Lu don nor r![-
ing pd. Aocdrdi',gly. on Mry25, 1914, Holmes.ovn rhc
dN$nl ol JNrcc McKcnnd, dclivcrcd lhc opinioi .l rhc

Holncs b(! nhanalysisby conceding rMr !! r0!ol'
con8rc$ could nor lovcm rhc.oidud ofa Brnhh ship dn
the hilh rels md rh.i rhe foundation for rccovcry up.n a
Rnrish hn is an obligarion crtated by B.irish la* rrNvcr
ncirhcrolrhcs !'oinF u d.hin.lnq Thc sururc tn quci
rion wa3 a linirdion on lilbility. which by tu \c.y uruE.
wN dcsitncd ro limir liahtlnies aemed alE dy b.riir el$-
whcrc. As ! Nsuh- thc is!.6 *hcths Congruss r$uld
l.gisht s .s ro pftlude Anericm couns ftom oforcin[
an obligarbn crcar.d unds aoftign la* on rhe groMd rhd n
's conrnry ro dome$ic polq. Holmcs hcld dnt Congrc$
he'l su.h powr Chln! Ir. S.orlad md anothcr Suprcmc
Couidcchioi, l,. aors,sn., he pointed our rhd rh. timi-
rdionolliobiliry wrs lpplicd in rho$ cascs cvcn lhough no
0dof Conlru$.rlNof rhe Unired Statessdemcd rhcpal
.iec sub{0n(ivc Ehlions. Theeskniirlpoi ws rrdrhc
lihidion ighr bc at'tlicd ro loreigr shins ifsu!.d i[ rhh
cou ry{lrhough(heydEnorsubjcclrooursubi.irivcld*'

Thc.sNrhad hopedro use this adion ro c allotrhc
hi$rion ovcr rhc dis$rc. whcrcvr n qas pcldirg. llow-
ds. Holncs dtshed rhar hope. Beus the limibrion ol
lilbility onlt sncd to limit rhe talve_a oarhosc who s0*
fir to suc in rtu Utrncd Sbr.s. n did nor cquircallchnnmr
rojoin jr rhts pRet{ins Dr'tur doq nr:hrs r6r.d u cr
l:nBlish lrq as $insr. aor innre Eoslishncn liviry in
En8landwhodonot.pt'c!- Alrhough6cCouncouldnnu-
ineth.rrhc@n?rhishrfiBdifficulticinh inErocomply
wi.hdifidr lmalEqun merb in each coDnrry inwhich (
*as su.4 rhd wls_no suilicicnt rc&n ror nor.pnlylinrl
rhe $lulc rs n hls b.en conirued; on rh. rhol.. ir *otrkl

In conclusion, Holmes hcld rhat lhe iNr iwo quc$lons
cenrrLcdbylhuSccondCircuilmustbeanswsr.d inlhsrfi ir-
mlrivc mn (hc drird, rhe lawofthe unned sbre\.

Juiicc McKcrtr!.s ringlc scnlmcc dsscn! $id Nnho(

cl.bdhrion rhd ne considercd it a prop.r dcducrion iom
7r?.\i?r/d&/thr ine law oldE ibreign counrry shotrld b.
cil0rccd ii rcspccr of lhc amoun. af rhe dncr\ lllbilirt

lloli$J opinion ha bcsn cnririzod fo. i$ bricf, sccm
ingly col4 recirsiior ofthe facb. The nknr'Z, ! Arirish
sicsrrshiDi which soile'l froE SoutlEFpro[ England, on hd
n0idcn voyrse for Ncw Yo*, ollidcd on rhc hian scs *ith
ai iccbc'!. on April l'l.rdflk rhc nexr molning. with rhc
loss ofmany livc anil rhe bbl lN ofv*sl. c!l!o. pcAonal
cfferi maik and cvcrthina ornercd with thc ship cxcq'r
Rn'in liaebG6." H{NE.. rhat ponio, of lhc oDinion sin-
ply Noub rhe se.od cimn\ {!reo.nr ofrhc fmb lpon
*hi.h (h r5!d h ccnifi.d is qucnions ro ih. Suprcme
Coun. for Hdm6 ro hare Miher noe ahout rhc dissie.
woukl hlvc rF.nr Aaine beyod what h.d b{tn cdili.d
$hich.of counc,muldhavc&cn ihpropdr lniddirion.rhe
panica in pres.ting rhd case ro rhe couns phccd no em-
tl'0sis on ihe *en$ or thar nighr orhe! rhD rhc f0D[h.r t-
rrrk wd sdling und& rhc Brirhh flry ond rhc fdct that no
orh6ships wre involved in rhe coLlisidn rh{r sunk c ri-
/4ni. ol cou6e. the eremal efon of 0n. wcn rhc d of
Ni{ing lcgild.cisions, ir!o dnnall bur (hccssc hk ...'
lhnmcs wmre in a lderro Fmnktuder in Dc{cmbcr r9r5.

Tui,'i 'r3 ro rhe nen.s. s nored earhci llolmcs iniri!lly
f.undrhcownc^ lcBll posirion dubious. Inlddnion. with
rhc los of p€ople he adiniEd in rhc disscr ard bci4 ' fE,
qu.nr hns(l ic Drseneei his naruBl synrparhy rculd
hrvc b<{n sir h rh. claidinb. I r should nd b. rsuncd. how-
cvci rhd Hdres rE in any My in rw of p$t lc cEry
bNrus d'cy *eE rshionrble r'l !s eying ro emu onc
rhd I nih$ thouBht rhar ilrhc fdhion.bb end of^mcncr
(cxcludirs those people ofpows vho happ.D ro bclong to ir
hur do nor derive d'en dn nctior fnm 6clongiru b n) w6
du$bycd by pcsilcn.c, rhcrorldwuld b€ b.n.roffon the
*holc. and I sumhed rhe same oflnsbnd. llolnes wor.
ro Clnon Patick Sh*han an lnsh pne$ ord NNsp.ftlcn!

So while hhnatunl inclinalionmi8hrhavd hdsn ro sym
pdhtu wiih the clainant, oncc ir cncrgcd rlnrr rhcdi$t'osi
rivc issuc was rhc potr!! ofCotrgrcrs ro emcr suoh r $.rure.
llolmssltp€Fonalindindidnsbeadcnrchvmr. ofcoune,
such considemrions have no efted on rh. mild olonc wno is
$cu$omcd ro wciBh qucnians impcMndly or who k fir far
hkb6ines. Holnes lmre ro Prdck shehM in I to4. In
dccd. r comentone of Holmea philosopny wls judicial ^-
$nnt. N. onc h.d rmoidcd hjn to ovenlc thc d..isions
ofth. Dolnical bDnches ofgov.mnenr jus b.c $hcdk-
lgEed ,nh $eir choices He .xpassi rhd $nrircnr in e
lcncrh Fclii Fnnktud snrM on Ma(h 24,l9l.l: [A]
h* should be c ledEood if Enct $d rill of rhe domi
narrlbaesofrhemnmuiiyevenifirhhcsusroicll, Er-
plainin3ihs phcnoFcnon ro Felix Fmnklunc!ini lenerin
1921. Holmes sid he tound rha!h.onci lo.rhcd mon of
rh! things I decided in favor ot '

ThcSWrcmcCounbdcckiondrdnoictrdrhccho While
rhc Sunrcme Conn hrd delemincdrhd Whirc S!tr could in
vokcrhc li'nitarion ollbbility.whiic Sror no! hkl b show
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rhar n rdccd n,drhccondirnnset fodhin rh! ndde fordi.
liiniturdr ol lllbiLiry t rDfly. A..o.dLndy, whd' &e casc
Bzs renDnddd b&k ro rhc dii d .oun. wl'trc srlr hrd t)
deDonirxrcr|d Heh bcsnnoncshscN.inrhcsinki"S.
orif rlrE Msn!!ligen... \\'hir. srr

llo*cvciilrcclaimrnls( ldcita d!((ioi in r Brirsh
crc in whioh whirc Sta' hd hccn
Dore. rh! rltunrgnr {hdr rhc owncis h'd tror h{d dnccr con
hl of rnc ship I rhe rimc rhl n collidcd Nirh rhc i.cb.ry
\ns und.rur bl rhe l:'cr rhd \\'bnc
I Bn'c.lsmry.h bccn rbdtrd md hrd prn'cindcdindeci
sionsabourrhc ship bJcsd. rrc wcrc d hs(hdh.hod
b.cngrvcn i $pyofa rcpo firnanoihcrr[ r*amiD!ol'
ice in rlr viciiily rnd mscly Nr ir ri hn rdr nd.kct

On D(c,nt'cr 17.1915. rfu laryc^ tu \\hirc Sdr an'
iounclrd thd r *nlenenr hrd h*n mched t|nns sur nluld
pry $66,l,rxr{) ro bc lm.ntuncd dnong tht rlrimnhbased
unon a nvi$d schedulc ol rlr chifrcd losscs Thc lvengc
cldm hod blci tur$1.500, d thc avflrlc orymcnr md$
rhesrlstu \rasSl.00lr ( l hsforlosol lilcw.rccappcd
d S50.0u) ltr c\chrnsc. rnc clainalrs rould dRJp rll of
rhcncas.s$Am.icr.oM\rndin Ensh:hcorns lnaddi-

rn'i..hc clrinufrs laHd rhd Whilc starqrs n.r in pnvny
d did nor hrv! ktrNlcdgc oJ il'|ictligencc rcknNL-

c'lsme *hid, whnc Stu.ouLd u:c rfany tunhcr Lirgrton

As foi Ilohnc.. \\b d\\br I p rn end to his rnnstlm-
ric sojoms Thc $!rld h. kner ir lhrlt'hadr.n$cdrlong
wirh rhc rorrid(n r6rd,il. ln addirion. cv.i hcfd..h.
war Holn$ $!i bouoDri"g ve,f r!
j,rnn!.,\soncsc$old.r1h.or\icticsor'lsr'ncc'rEsq
hcsmcPatric[shcehmoD,,\ususl 14.1910 _Nh trluld
bnnsnc l toEun)pL l \ou ldb rh*emy f i cnd r  no ths r .
youftela Bur rs I hrvcrold )_.u.lgh! nocunw,llins ro
nsk thc ocern hcr{een m} {iltmd mysclf qr th lhlrdly
rhi',k I sh.lldd ir0rlcssheconic\ sith Dr.. . S(ill.look-
i',s brck in lql0 d rge 39. h. qorc ti dr expftixrc Lesis
l{{.in: l cn\y J-ou and Rondsr ifIhrvc b..tr nrnnh mr
b nsk ln.rhd hf $md I hrd my cousin . . . d lunch!$n
ftc o(hcr dry $ho n r ycar lnd sdm
*l$ hasjus rctmed frcr Algicr
rlrrsem.d ro lMv! m&t.hi'nyosrgcr Bur mc mrl'


