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n Ocbbq 16. 2m8. Q6 Eliabdh 2 sjl.d
inro Nd Yo& fs th. lnsl .in.. To onnmG
6i. rhis @sioq CuMd Lin. invikn lne

hk is $. ld visit dut OE2 will md. b N.*
Yoi* Md d$ It'e 6mt visn thd OEz will D*.
ro Am.rid 5 ir L doubly impdr.d Md debl,

QE2
rAsT cAtr
IN NEW YORK
By Richotd H. Wogner

Brilish Ambasdor b rh. Unit d Stlcs. Ns Yor*
Ciry officirl., hrnine hinori.!5 nmb.ts ol thc
PB t'd .nndr vho |lrv. bdr qn d.d *nn QE2
ovd rh. 'qE lo a "QuM Eliabah 2 f.fudl b
Amdid C.Lintior" hold o.b.!d lhc ahip. The fol.
lo*in8 h d@lPr.d 6m thc tublic M.rll.

C@ot ilslov l4idefl @td It@sAW Ditu oJ
Catud, wlcon d thz gunt.

poi8tut for !s. Tfib mndo.ful ehiA QE2 - - rh. b6r
bv.d sniD in .h. wld - hG rd.Ld |rly 5 millho

,liol oil6. sh. lG ciamNt r.d t|l. wld 2t
rim6 .rd sh. ha &liahr.d @61*o md . hrlfmillioa
A|6. She tu srillrtu frn 3l siiD in rh. kdd.b
though sh. *.s buift brek in 1967 md F-.n8in.d in
rh.l930a and.daollE.tii!ish6Tlolno roN€*
Yqt. Sh ha b€r ! *ad6ful $i! la 6 .nd I e
F pk rd lhn td h:v. join d 6 in Fyin! rhis ad

h h v.rr fdiry tlul do fiMl all ir An.do
for rhh shir h nd. in Nq Yo*. NNYo*hs b6n
r vry inpotur po.r ftr 6 .l cu0!d. w. d.d
coi.3 ls! b..l in ll,l7 yhd dF Hft.nn c.ft h-
W. chd8d th. tuina of dr v6' hisoric tu$t
lsric voyaA6 fibn Liv.rD@l . Bo6ron ro LivcrDot -
NdYo*- Aid, * hM b..n @Birgb*l *6siE.
Sq il Elly it r rond..tul @i6 drd E 6 hrv.

'nE Lmeld.ic cming nsll ha ben hlF
p.Dins eilh Cun.td in€ 1340. W. hsve ber bet
.nd fodi tcts4n oE mntinenl ud rhe orh.r md rhis
jouniy nd pbyd d inFtur pd i' rt'. hislory oa
u l*o sliHc, hrv. trsdt oq n Clnirl
M r*o .nd . h.lf millid miada im dE old
World lo rh. N.w ro nd a '.w lif., Wc hov. in rhc
192& ..d 30s dd in rh. 5()s ud 60s , - ti. Coldcn
Ag. of Oc.r T6v.l - - w. hNc bough ela
chh.ni!, lmidi.3' c of os. 'nd src Dotni
ciq rct.lly - - th.t h!y. lll hv.l.d eith 6. Of
@le, durit rh. Sdond \vorld Wd, ou sliDs w.G
4nv.ncd to tEpship3 dd ,. *icd t6ps ro lnd
frlm lh. h.ll.fEkls in Ellfu.

W.Fni ,I m d.lidr.i lo s{y, t vcling
b€e@n ou i*o on.inmrf dd e @ b.io3inA die
€Tinl l. v.l6 10 . libn @ Br.!1 Lnds And, of
.:l)l4 QE2 h6 pLrd hs Fn ir dE Fest|lrtb hie
rory ofcun rd filn 1969ro2lDl. In 2003, sh. hrd-
.d ovq lhat tu$ll. ic bdoD sha shc h.!dd over
tne nrgrhip b.lon b hr nes sin.. Qucn Mrry 2,
etid @n.inE lhd r.dirioD_ oE2 @niinu.d b
{blilhl gt .3r d dr Euboai b.lc di o hd wld
nis .trd sIE do6 rill do .t .l6i& rrMlora.
Ti. linrl onn *hich sh. h *iry otr to do rhir
denin& k h.r 303t[ s 3he ]nos th. way.

W. .l$ n!d. hirdy bqck hcE itr Juury rhis
'r *ln w h.d thc C'drrd Q|s io Nd Ydt
rL,6d t6 dF vqy fd tift - - Qlq M..y 2. QE2
,nd Qu6 \lrclod.. d n* 3hip, we lw jln
d.figntd uidr how mdy N.* Yorte6 .oe our ro
Htcn a dr shiF p6BR!.d oe b.hind th. orha,
ssl|nr.a L.dy Lib.ny dd tt y l.R tlE h.lbor b ski6



rh  qc rea  l i n l c  bh3Eybu lbo  l o t
offire*odc. ehich sas labulous.

This rim. !c halc lwo
Quens here. Wc h.vc QE2 and Ne
have Qu€n Mary 2, our n.w flle-
ship, lhicl! has come over and
esconcd QE2 on her la{ hn$r
lanric vorag.s. Sh. is bed in her
rew honepon in Ar'.ricr i"
Brcoklyn a $e aE deligihred rh3t
sh is .hcrc a|d re ore delienhd b
e. Mafry Mfko{tiz hne. the
Bonuen PEsidenr of Bmoktn.

I m llso delighred to se so
nany .fier lmilitr 6ces aound lne

s, $.h generarion h5 taken one
ship out ofall &e shipsoatheday to
ften hern. ln rhe .arl] 20rh
Centu.y, it *as the beauriful. ron-
derful. fouFfunneled M r.rani{.
She was one ofrhe new floarine palaces, one ofrhe liEt
fldting palaces rhat Cndd der had. She qas ihe
aased ship arcund - - :he hrd rhe Bloe Ribband for
$me 22 yem. When she leh Cunards *ricd. she
*enr sldwly up rhe ean coan of rhe unired Kingdom ro
rhe bftak ls ydd in thc Finh of Fonh Md she ras
s?tched by tnousnds of pople rhat came out b se

The next ship w6 Rally Qrcen Mary. the ship
rhar Kina Cm4. V sdd *as rhe 'shrelien ot rll
ships. She hadaMndertullifs in pdcerineand inmr
$oing her countt md ws ssn .nd hv.led .n by
nany.han,nillio.s. Whenshefinalltm.rLher[N]
tip. Iir *.sl ior ro rhe bftikels ,ard b(t doiln ro Long
Bsch.Ciliaomi.lhereshesrill isrodryas. horelship
and i lisitor centei she is.dmiftd b, gendntions ro

This 161 40 yBu. rhe bdon has lallcn ro QE2.
She had b€cone the mon fmous ship in rhe sodd. she
is rhc b.s loved ship in rhe qorld and she is roilly an
icon of her age. She is loved allr6und the world md
shd h.s done e etny qorld cnises and I aD d.lthred
rh.r ,ou dro hee rod.t $ that se cm pay tibure ro this
tE.l ship on h.r l.$ sirroNesYo&mdh*l.ethn

M!. Mulav th(n iflttuhrdl Sir Nstl ShcnMaU
British AnhassdJt b tne Unitd 9ot.s dd Ht
Maj6t s Cotful Cene.al - Ne|| lt* Sir 1lm Colins

aLi t.a4^a k'I lq 'hc lon hnc

t is SEat fo. us to b€ $le ro repEsnr rhe govem
med at rhis impona ud poisn&t momenr. For
for dec es. rhis $ip has €pEse ed somdhinB

rathersFcial inourspecial Rlarionsnip. hrepEsentl
rhink rhEe rhinss: Finr of I, rhe inponance ofrhe
human links bdveen Europe lnd rhh counrry md par
ticulely bd*nrhe UKrndrhiscounrry Inisshiphas
nunurcd a huge nDmbei millions. syou sry. ofhums
clarionships md has done so ov€r rhe leds * irh srear

Secondl!. thk ship is a pd ofou fanbricrlly
su.ce$ful rhde rclationship. Ine hde and inveshenr
relarionship bd*een rhe !K ud tne US h one of.he
jeRek in rhe cro*n of our ovenll ftlarionsnip a a
very. very inponmt pad of ir k rNel dd rEde ud
rourism.

Laily. rhar indefinable enetnins which h pad
of ttreddtic life*hich this shipexpEss dd rhat is
somerhina abour rmnsnan c sryle and cnrmcrerund
policy I rhink tnd you hNe done tnar EDa*rbly

So, over the pan four decades. this snip has
been a ver' vhible. disrincrive, inexbicahle pat of
thnerlhric life. Althou-sh I have n*er sr foor on de
ship before. ir h an innandy recosnizble pafr of rhd
relarionship. we wiu al nissrhe snip bd I tnirk it is
very appmpriar€ diar ir h eoing our ro, @*d and !
counrry *hich is incEdibly iapotut ro bo& of us, ro
rhe unired Amb Emnab. As s ene|gina mrrker ed
r panner and an ally of borh rhe lniGd SbrB ard rhe
United Kinadom.l m suRsne'll find r very happy s
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(irtain Id LhNotfut, tudtt .f QD. srott N!

ner I rho* hds and tiguEs fron csml
Mano}: I m jui hrypy to he able ro say thd I
pLled a r!D. snrll pfi in rhis ship s kDec

' lous hisrory | h!!d hen heE no* forovshalaoarh.
ships l,f. md n h^ h.tn n sHr honoi in aet a bo)-
hood lmbnion dlizdd. ro finall) .nd up d Darer of

Id'I js.lird.bnofan Ec6ion *hich is full
 ftilins in Na.-' Yortis trrys r

*'nbsrtc erp€rien... dspccidlly in the company ol
C.Doodoc wanrr 0nd Qucen Mrr), 2. aui rs *c
l.rre ro.ighr rlE. sill be s few teas. Im surc. drd
both on 6. shor. ind inside the ship a tre l*ve rhh

we have had mon) d!.ntuEs hft in rh. Pd
of Ne\r Yori a.d one olrh.h concems a risn se dil
h.E er€nl }es .9. duin! th€ Jub rhe Fonh c.l+
barions when PBident Climon r.D kindb Ear. usa
sil pd Ane. |h. d.t mcnor sr em. up ro rhe
b€nh heE ar Pier 90. .rpErin! rhe slip ro b€ e'npry
Tt.E h nor I lor oasplc. *h.n yo! are armpriDs ro rir
$nerhing fii! big i!.N !frhese slips. as*erum.d
rhe conei rhef suE rro *atships pded in our spor.
so. k had ro qui.(ly DNve rcbss ro the orh.r ride.
Ho*ever N. did Dona*u - - ho* shdld I s! ro lon
on one oflne smhiFsas !. reE comins in

Ar $e rime. I $is Srnfi CaFtain. Caphin l'&l
wrirhr \6 hft and hc vco quicHr detelEled me ro so
rnd apolqize ro rh. odn $o ships. Th. Bdrish rul
sisalliahr on HMs Mai.h.ic H. ofr.Gd mra iiff
sin od ronic md eid: ,,thnt sorl abour ir."'Ite 

Japm.* ship - - *heE life kr ti(te nrN
fomalp€drps ' sos. diff.tum srory l{trsho*nro
r qrninsmom,nd rho Jop0n.s admiml vould cal on
mc shen h. wa Edy I ju{ er rhere abolurel} reFi-
ficd for.b.drcnninures. Thcn (h.dmrlinattyop.ned
.nd I \6 usheEd in. He bo{ud seDrtemintr-tite and
eid: 'w.lsne abo,ri nr- ship."

I sid. 1 do rlor.!i7c. sir for rh. slishr mish?p

"Tni norhing df ir. ShfrCrprain. h \$ I
dceE ro b€ lissd b' ! quen "

Someofyotr nly hovcnoricedrhar s.re ny-
inaa specialflr! rodry -, ourprtinsoffpcnninr This
is a n.a th{r a ship flies ir rhe iinrldrts ofher yricc
roha,trh.yeaBofedi... wd have a payins oll pcn-
nad nyina liom rhe nrq rh!( is 39 fd lons. rhtrr is onc
rot for *.R- yer of saicc I h.!e acru.lly had sir of
rhes !€nmnb n,ade lnd trr rB prenrina rhen b
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pllccs $hich f !e!- sDtrirlro $c hcan ofQE2 and io
Cunrd Li*. nc ,icr Fnnrnr \rs penr.d ro rh. po.i
of Hllif|x*heESanuelCurni tr6bom. Ilieftnptn-
Dsnt *.nr ro rh. Cie- ofLirclFbl i. Englmd 16r *el
which *s sheft our h.rd offic. *6 ir drer t00 ).m
Then rhe nei p€nnanr scnr ro rhcCir) dfCtassow*heE
rhcsh ip .o f cou f te .Msbu i l r ,  Th i snex rp€nnanrkso ing
ro be prcsenr to rh.l'on ol N!$ York qhere. s Crol
$tr !c horc ben cd'nin! no* iff many. nmy yefls.

Coprdjr MNaryht Fad.t ttp N.r lot*
l6.nE On Petflum b \tr ch^\t s{a$Inqrin o Etiml
i.4hiry pilor \'ra lu Dt rrh hdtuEht QE2 into xt$
,n4 M tim bu alh 6trnt4k,! in 19!3 pilde.l all DJ
thc gtd Athn* likn h.h*t)n11 ttu fa ier cno !
L)a!.6 ih dtt od aI h /!^,,[M"hdtel

(\,uhtxlN Rennnl tlmv nr,, xINr

Fdn\tt to )n!r4 (rl.ttdid d\v,t QE)

l$ve jun popp€d over ioD Breklln {heE
nNrd Quen Mdry 2 rhis momins. I have ro sy
I clmc inro p.n \rnh cfrri. Im McNrushr

numins we h:\e enjo\ed r rrbllous crcsins or



NonhArl.nric. wchadson,elovel) Maths rll rlt $.r"
atro$- jura Inrk bir.fapirchin
ed out. The shil)s tr.c veq- close ro erch orher all rh.
qay actuss. Jui l!{evenins \e 'nov€d ro sirhin.bour
r ihi,n of. milc or*ch onB and \e srvc Q0cci
Eliabcrh 2 nEe ourins cheen aod slt sr\c dcn'
b.ckrous. I rhlnr rl'ri $T r lreat nomc .

l .Dvc ryp l$sed robeapano f ihese .c l cb6 .
rions hcre roday ud to be rboard whir has b. lhe

o$ ranour d,ip i', rhe *orld for rhe pai ,10 $an
Sh.has bccD held indllction 6y millionsind nilliotrs
of Deot'le slloverihe \rorLd. She has clprlvlred cotrir
les genedions oftrrrele* dvcln ! tr'!i! yem.
And indeed.seareproud of hertorhero!66ndi"gsnd
hemic achievemenh durin! rhe Frlklinds canp!igi of

s|t h$ rsolurel.v caried rhc Nonh ArlaNic
nrntle for a1l ofrhis time brinsin! rh! Arl! i. hdi
tions bacl ro lile\nh $bndoraM un'nkhkrble glrm
oui lhanks to Qrcen ELiab.rh ?. llrc Cunsnl b$nd
goes hand in hand\irh L \uD- oc.n tnvel

I hav€ ro srr hdi6. dg.trrlcnen rhar although
Qu*n Elizbelh 2 is ftrnin! anJ !!c !re.llher. toccl
ebratethdmomenrheturod.J.CunadIi"egftron. l"
adr,l ficr. \lrcn QEI cv.tr(trllly
hrve rhe yomrei flecr in rhc ndun$ - - Queen Ma!-
? is nor qliie fils J_ca6 old .,'d aEd' vicbria or
corv. is onlt l0 mdnrhs old akcadt heiry very suc
cessfu!allaromd the ryorld Atrr. rh. grcarei ness n.
I rhink. k that in 2010. r ne\ Qucei FliTlh€dr sillbe

rtr' r^iE llNuer/^\l ' atF: q$l

*irh ur. 'rncd .fif RMS QuFn
ELiab€rh. $hich $6. dt .ou6c. named
afier Qken Eliaberh th. Qu$r Morhei
\ho sas the con$n of Kirg Gco4e vl
So. thrt I thinl is rh! srsd nc$ lbr rh.
co'np.nJ-. The ltrntre horc i: vcry brigln

i1lnr hD rtutu@t tr^tu ,l
AE! raa s QEi na' h N'
n,R rll r!'ttn h th.niq
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