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The USS Lafavette Burns in New York Harbor

D clciiin8 rorh€ tad rhar 'hc re l000joorprs\cng$
Nincs cach could hnspon M inf.nrry divilion rl
spceds ovcr 30 knots, Winston Churcnil credilcd
Cuardi QUEEN MARY and QUEEN ELIZABETII
wiih shoncning wdld war ll by a Far Mflrdinthis
light, $e meaning of dE loss of a third such ship, USS
LAFAYETTE (AP53),bencrknsn 6lhe FEnch Linc!
NORMANDIE, ih New York Harbor befoF she could
llansport a si ng le sold icr bccomcs cl€ar

ln dE 1920s, lhe Empd p{ME w vigoNsly om-
Ftins b dmimle dE tEn$rlutic Fsnger n$tcl.
rvhd Ocmay dd Italy intldNcd mo&m hish sFd
ships iwh 6 de BREMAN ,nd fic REX,lb. pE-Wond
we I pa*cnger fieeis of Brirain and FBn.e *@ rendcal
obsoldc. ll w.s lime lor a lcap loMrd .. lhe sul)crlioci

Bnrai. B rhc fi61to b€8in constrlction oh a 1,000-f@r
high sFrd bcbmotn. HNw. wncn tne D.?Esion
struk. sort m lh€ QUEEN MARY n3lled for mE thd
2 tcs. CdsqEntv, NORMANDIE, hesuabouta '@
aRs $c Brnnh ship, @ dD nd sup€rlins to b. dd-
plcred. makinc her naideo lotaSc in I 935.

Whilc QUEEN MARY has becn firicked as bcine o
largcr vclsion of lhc prc-wrr AQUATANIA.
NORMANDIE ls a Boluiion in dcsig! wilh slrcrm-
lincd dcclc fr€e of vcntilllors rnd olner clurrcr
Allhough nw€r as popular ss QUEEN MARY'
NORMANDIE and her nval lEdcd lhe Nonh Adanlic
sped Nord rhougnooi rhc 1930s.

When Mr brokc oul in Eulopc in se/enber 1939, bodr
ships wcrc in Ncw Yo!k. Rathcr tfiM rist submrinc rnd
air atlscks, lhcir (Mc6 d4idcd to lcalc ibm in lhe ncu-
ftl !on. ln Much 1940.lhey wE joined by lhe nflly
conplclcd QUEEN ELIZABETH and lhe rh@ sianrs
lay all but deeded at rhc picrs rhat now conprie the
Passnger Ship Teminal,

Dvcnlually, $e Bnish dccided to l)ut rhet ships to usc
andNORMANDIE was lcR rlonc. Her fate wrs unclcrr

as both the Frcc Fr.nch and rhe Mchy go!*nnent

Ancr lhe altack on Psn H no, dE Unilcd SLt6 *ized
$c snip. Shc s.s givq to lhe Navy, rcnmcd
LAFAYETTE, dd wlt bc8a to nm hcr into a tmp ship-

NORMANDIE Ms dnown for her elaborarc dn deco
inroio6. whilc a blner sas artempiing to rcnove one
oflbc dmorations in thc G!.nd Salon, sparks aom nn
loEn ignilcd a pilc oal€pok liic !6ts thri hrd bccn lcR
f,carby. Tn€ fiR quichy spFad d'rct8l lhe sbip.

vladimt Yo*evilch. lhc dasisner of the shiA Ms in Nw
Yod( fld attenptcd to p.^uade the authoritics to oF.n the
*focrs 'n@by lllNiig rhe ship to senlc a fcw fcel ro rhe
bor(om in an uprighl posirion. His advicc was ignored dd
fie engines md lia b@ls Nnlinued b por rons ol waler
mro rhe ship. Ewnrually. $e fiE B put oul md all
appc.Fd wll excefl atr fic shipt disinci lisl.

Appemnces src &rcivins. All of th€ Mlcr lh.l had
b.en Fured on the ne had hade th€ ship top hcavy. Wnh
lhe tide od, the bN of $e ship had .ome lo rc$t dlainst a
rock shelilhathcld hsii a moe or les lprilhr ro$itio..
As the ide cmc in LAFAYETTE l@ ofihc shclfdd thc
lisi ew. Onc-by{nc fic lins nouing hcr to lhc picr
snrpplad {d thc gianl mllcd srr on her Fn side.

LAFAYETTE was l@ wluble not to salvase.
Accodingly, the $ut AttucruE w6 cut away. the hull
*aled and punpcd oul and the ship wrs iightcd. Much
ol ihn wort *rs donc by Navy dileu workinA in ncrr
zero lisihilily, oneh in ncf fNzinS wte. llomvc!, by
lbc limc .he wrk was ainishcd in ln€ frll of 1943. il no
lonecr nad€ FnF ro Ebuild or ro us lhc hull as lhe
foundalion for an .ircEn carier Anerican industry had
h.en ftlly hame$*d and it 6 6id a.d l6s cr!.nsile
ro build n4 ships rarher rhan cohverr thc old li.er
LAFAYETTE was tNed to Brooklyn and then, ih
Novehbei 1946, lo fort Newrrt vhcrc she qas


